Recently
, 102 cells (Paton and Paton, 1998) , 102 cells (Maruyama and Kokubo, 2000) and 101-102 cells (Dupont et al., 1989) , respectively. Although separate detection methods for EHEC, Salmonella spp., L. monocytogenes and Shigella spp. have been established, a simultaneous detection method for these four pathogens in food has not yet established. In stool samples, real-time PCR assays can simultaneously detect 8 of 17 pathogens (Fukushima et al., 2003) . In patients with enteritis symptoms caused by pathogenic bacteria, a large number of bacteria can be detected easily in their stool. However, because pathogenic bacteria are usually present in contaminated food in small numbers, the detection method for bacteria in stool samples is not useful for detecting bacteria in contaminated food. Enrichment culture is required for the detection of bacteria in food. Three types of bacteria, namely EHEC, Salmonella spp., and L. monocytogenes, in vegetables and fruits were detected by our previously reported method . Furthermore, S. sonnei was detected by a similar enrichment culture Miyahara et al., 2003) . A combined detection method for EHEC, Salmonella spp., L. monocytogenes and Shigella spp. in contaminated food will be described in this paper. This detection method will be simple, accurate and economical. Colonies of causative pathogens can be obtained by further selective enrichment culture following the primary enrichment culture and plating on a selective agar plate. 
